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Its extreme negative in Yiddish — yandes, represents the other side of the rhetorical
coin. [...] Yandes derives from yahadus [...] and came to mean “conscience” in
Yiddish, which used it so often of people who had none, that serious use of the word
became impossible.
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The untranslatable term yandes signifies not only a sense of one's ethnic identity
but also an active and ethical engagement in the world in conformity with one's
awareness of Jewish experience.
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