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The specific political distinction to which political actions and motives can be reduced

is that between friend and enemy. This provides a definition in the sense of a criterion

and not as an exhaustive definition or one indicative of substantial content. Insofar as it

is not derived from other criteria, the antithesis of friend and enemy corresponds to the

relatively independent criteria of other antitheses: good and evil in the moral sphere,

beautiful and ugly in the aesthetic sphere... (Schmitt [1929] 1996, 26).
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