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... but we live like our names and you would have

to be colonial to know the difference,

to know the pain of history words contain...
(Walcott 1979).
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My mother tongue is Arabic... | live in a mixed town where there are Arabs and Jews...

I was constantly exposed to Hebrew... | was forced all the time to speak Hebrew... so

that | forgot my language... | start to be ashamed to talk in Arabic, and be made to

feel ashamed for existing, and | believe that my language is very poor, it is illegitimate

and bastard language, which reflects my personality and | can not be proud of myself.

Thus, | stopped speaking Arabic... Even in work places... bosses always warn me to

speak in Hebrew with the clients and never dare to talk Arabic, no matter wether they

[the clients] were Arabs or not... It also happens that | feel more comfortable to express

myself in Hebrew than in Arabic, and | may get stuck in the middle of a sentence and

shift to Hebrew instead of completing it in Arabic. It is easier to speak Hebrew than

in Arabic... This situation absolutely discriminates against the Arabic language... That’s

why a huge number of Arab population suffer from losing their identity, as well as I.
Other Israeli Arabs and I don’t know who are we.
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The most important fact is that we are a minority among a majority of Hebrew speakers.
My family, like other Arabic families who are living in this multi-culture and language
country, [tries] to define its identity in this mess. And maybe the solution was to accept
the reality and try to fit in by being bilingual. But somehow that solution doesn’t work.
And as | see it, more and more people | know believe that your language is a major
factor in our national identity. And so do | believe in that. Although the difficulty, I try
not to use Hebrew words within an Arabic speech. Our language is an important factor

in defining our nationality and that [is] why we should preserve it (BRH).
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It was on Sunday midnight... [a] new baby decided to come to the world... Some people
did not like that: “Oh! She is a girl, not a boy.” Maybe from this moment my aim was
to prove that they were wrong, or in other words To Revolt... Boy and Girl. These...
were the only words which | tried to prove... were the same. Of course my conflict
increased when | grew up, why they treat boys differently?... In summer when | felt so
hot I was not allowed to wear shorts, but my brothers always did. “Girls should not ride
on a bicycle,” but my brothers always did... | still remember how many times | cried
for things that | was not allowed to do, but boys were!

When | became an adolescent... | discovered that they really have something
different... but still things that we both can do... In high school things changed... [I had
the] same conflict but now not with my family, but with my society as a whole... After
I finished high school, my real battle started. OK, | told myself I’'m 18 years old and
| already decided to be an English teacher... “What?!” — my parents said — “sleeping
outside [the home] for the whole week?” it was a shock for them... After several arguments
every day, they decided to accept the situation and | came here to the college to study
English... The big question that occupies me is my sister’s future. Will my battle be the
bomb which broke the obstacle? Or is it just because | was a rebellious girl? (ASA).
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There were several reasons that convinced me to be a teacher, one of them is that my

kids are going to... primary school, and as a teacher | have a closer view of the system. |

also hope that | can help my pupils to believe in themselves regardless [of] their origin.

Being a teacher wasn’t my first preference... but unfortunately most job offers took my
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femininity into consideration — I would get married, give birth and probably won’t be
able to work overtime (BRS).
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“Ma tamshi Iskwella, ma idgbad hir mnak.”
When | was in junior-high school, in order for me to go to school | had to jump out of
the window of my house. My mother used to close up the house and demand that | stay
inside. She would tell me the gate for me was locked.
When | was younger | had no choices. | was made to be responsible for running
the household. We were six. | was the oldest. “Ntaina Ikbira hsk tamel klshi,” she would
say. | had no options. Now | do (BLBH).
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The decision whether to become an English teacher or keep my job as a travel agent

with a promising future was a difficult one. On the one hand... | had a good position

with a rather high income in a very successful firm... On the other hand | understood

that without an academic degree moving up in life is quite difficult... Teaching was...

my secret childhood dream. At the age of 25 I finally realized that it was also a kind

of mission... Moreover, it... enabled me to improve and change some of my childhood
experiences connected with school...

I was born and raised in Ofagim [pm2 72]... Most of the population in my

home town were newcomers from Morocco and... the culture and atmosphere were

eastern... The only Hebrew | learnt came from the outside environment and from my
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older brothers and sisters. My mother tongue was Moroccan... My eldest brother was
the figure | chose to look up to. He came to Israel at the age of 8 and quickly perfected
his Hebrew... He... [overcame] the terrible disadvantages of education in southern towns
such as Ofagim (TIH).
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I will never forget the first week of 1st grade... My parents are religious people and |
was naturally sent to a religious school... One day, the teacher made me stand up... and
spread out my fingers. She took out what seemed to be a huge ruler and hit me eight
times, twice for each day of the week, “lucky for me” it was only Wednesday. When
I got home | told my parents nothing, because | knew that the common assumption
was that the teachers were always right... From that day... | became a “bad behaved”
student... Ironically, this “teacher” apologized to all the students she hit at the end of the
6th grade, and a lot of good that did... my grades [got] lower and lower. | hated to go to
school, | used to pray to God that something bad would happen, and | would not have
to go to school. However | always knew I could do better if | wanted to. I chose to use
my abilities in social aspects rather than schooling. | became the queen of my class and
that was all that mattered (TIH).
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The big change came in 5th grade when | had a new teacher. Her name is Simcha and
she really brought happiness to my life. She was gentle, would never hit and would
always respect her students. I... began to study. All of a sudden my grades were the
highest in class... Of course, being the best student in class was not that hard considering
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the low standard of education in such towns as mine. | realized that during 8th grade
when | was sent to an all girls religious boarding school where the level of teaching
was much higher. At that time, | already knew that western culture appealed to me but |
was now put in a religious school against my wishes. | wanted to study at the university
like my brother, to join the army, to see the world. After three months of rebelling |
succeeded to come back... The one good thing | remember from that school was the
high level of English.

Looking back, I see that | was always attracted to English, since | was a five-year-old
and met my brother’s girlfriend who was an English speaker. As a child, | always
thought... that someone who knows English can progress and achieve whatever he wants
in the “real” world outside of my hometown. | remember myself sitting for hours in
front of the TV watching English-speaking movies, listening to songs and translating
them. | would also bring English books home from the library and read them in secret.
I did not want my friends to think | was a nerd. My English became good with the
years, much higher than what was taught in school, and | found | was bored during the
lessons. | must say my English was not that good, but it was still much better than all
the other students (TIH).
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However, escape to the big city was always at the back of my mind and at the age of 18

| packed my bags and moved to Tel-Aviv... Finally I could be myself... Joining the army

was the final breakthrough for me. | was breaking the chain of all my religious friends

who got married right after school. | began to see and experience the real world (TIH).
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I was born in Romania. For many, many years, | lived like an ordinary Romanian...
Only when | was seven years old, | heard some rumor about my being Evreu. | didn’t

realize what it was, but | felt there was nothing to be proud of...

So, Jews lived in Romania as Romanians, but were still treated as Jews. However,
once | made “Aliya,” | became definitely a Romanian in Israel. As a Jew in Israel it
didn’t count so much that | was a Jew, but that | was born in a foreign country, had a
strange accent, and therefore was a Romanian in Israel... Since | understood that being
Romanian is no reason to be proud of, | took special care to learn Hebrew without any
accent. Indeed, up until today, when people find out that I was born in Romania, they
always admire my “excellent” accent... it makes one wonder what is a “good” accent
and what is a “bad” one? Is it only a matter of pure linguistics, or actually it is a matter
of social standards? Was | considered less “Israeli”, less pure had | not mastered a
genuine accent? On the other side, | never have met an Anglo-Saxon Israeli without a
heavy accent. Yet that doesn’t seem to bother anyone. Is Israeli society bothered only
by certain accent? Can it be that an English teacher with a heavy American accent in
Hebrew is considered a much better teacher than an English teacher with an Israeli
accent in English, even though the pupils might better understand and identify [with]
the latter one? If so, being an English teacher requires from me to first get over my
native accent in Hebrew, and secondly, to get over my adopted accent in English. In
order to be a “good” Israeli English teacher | must erase my Romanian traces and my
Israeli traces when switching languages...
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In conclusion... I cannot be my language... Israeli society has not totally decided
what it is that it wants to be, yet one thing is for sure: Romanian and Russian accents are
totally unwelcome. In a way, being a Jew in Romania is a much more distinct identity
than being a Romanian originated Jew in Israel (TABA).
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.Shohamy and Donitsa-Schmidt 1998; Stavans and Narkiss 2001 !
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